
 
Clan Donald Society Queensland 

 

SEPTEMBER 2006 
 
 
 
 
Contents: 
Commissioner and President Reports. 
Coming events 
Topical articles. 
Scottish recipe 
 
 
 
 



 
The Clan Donald   DINNER 

 
All is on track for a great social night –  spacious private rooms at Ballymore and 

easy car parking. 
 

Friends and family members are gathering for an enjoyable evening. 
 

Cameron has provided a very enviable Lucky Door prize. 
 

It will be an excellent night out with  
 

Guest speaker Allan Macdonald, a Cadet of Sleat and a Director of Carter and 
Spencer International (New Zealand). 

 
Allan holds the Castle Dunscaith chair on the Council of Finlaggan, Clan Donald 

International. 
 

Historical and contemporary display of certificates, paintings, DNA Project 
information and photos – bring your own photos and add to the display. 

 
Commissioner Malcolm McDonald will be retiring from his position at the Dinner.  

 
You know the date: Saturday evening 14th  October, 2006 

at 
 Ballymore Rugby Club rooms – near Royal Brisbane Hospital  

FREE parking available. 
 

 If you have not booked as yet mail your booking now   
to assist with preparation of name tags and final planning for the night. 

 
- 6.30 private Bar - Pre Dinner savouries – three course Dinner 

– tea and coffee – 
      

Subscription $50 
 
SUBSCRIPTION to: ‘Clan Donald Society Qld.’ 
     Secretary, 
     31 Dunsmore St. 
     Kelvin Grove.     Qld.  4059 
 
INQUIRIES: Cameron Macdonald, President,  ph. 07 3425 1356.   
   
 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
 



The Commissioner’s Message:  A chairdean Ionmhainn mo Chinnidh, 
[dear Clansmen and Clanswomen], 

 
Yes, it’s been 14 years since I was appointed Commissioner in 1992, by Lord 
Godfrey Macdonald of Macdonald, High chief of the name and Arms of Macdonald. 
 
I have decided to Retire from my position to give opportunity for change to lead 
Clan Donald forward in Queensland.  
   
My tenure of Commissioner has been interesting, for as Commissioner and a 
Scottish Armiger, I have been honoured to represent our great Clan at many 
events on many occasions, interstate and overseas, from New Years breakfasts to 
Vice Regal Dinners, all important, all enjoyable, because it was for “Clan Donald.” 
 
Some of the more outstanding moments I suppose started with the great family 
Reunion of descendents of 7 McDonald families in 1989 and went on from there –  
 
Appointment in June of 92 by Lord Godfrey and a visit to Scotland in October as an 
honoured guest at the Annual Dinner in Edinburgh.  
The annual ‘Kirkin’ of the Tartan’ with it’s colour and ceremony. 
Published the book “The Chain that Binds” in 1993 about McDonald families who 
emigrated from Scotland in the early 1830s and have distributed some hundreds of 
the sequel “The Chain that Binds-Further Links.” 
1994 visited the Clan Donald Centre on Skye and provided my book and photos to 
the Archivist of the Library and Study Centre, Maggie Macdonald for their records. 
1996 laid the wreath for Clan Donald Australia at the Memorial Stone on Culloden 
Moor for the 250th Anniversary of the Battle and attended the first Clan Donald 
Luncheon hosted by Lois McDonnell of Glengarry. 
From 1993 to 1997 at the annual Clan Donald games in Government House 
grounds hosted by her Excellency the Governor Leneen Forde, and to compete in 
‘Tossing the Caber’ with co-host Angus McDonald – great years. 
Celebrating New year’s Eve at our residence with family and clansfolk. 
The 2001 party of McDonalds to tour ‘Clan Donald country’ and attended the Clan 
Donald Luncheon at Drumossie.  
The Clan Donald Dinner and week-end on the Sunshine Coast in August 2001. 
Appointed a member of the Council of Finlaggan in 2004 and installed in 2005 as 
holding the chair of Dunaverty Castle. 
2005 attended at Glencoe for the Installation, by the High Council of Clan Donald 
Chiefs, of the first Puisavant of Finlaggan to represent Clan Donald at Lyon Court 
for some centuries 
 
It’s been a great time but now time to step aside and support the Clan as a 
Counsellor of Finlaggan and continue with my research. 
 
Le deagh dhurachd,  

Malcolm C. McDonald. 
 

                                       



PRESIDENTS REPORT: 
 
Hello to all, 
  
What an exciting and busy few months we all seem to have had.    
  

Organisation for the annual Clan Donald dinner is progressing well.  Many 
thanks to all our hard-working members for helping the make this event come to 
fruition.   
If you have not yet sent your RSVP for the dinner, please contact Sue Brkich with 
your full payment by 7th October.   
  Congratulations to both Sue and Sam Brkich, Sue and Ron Lambkin and 
Gaye Strange on the arrivals of their first grandchildren.  They have all been long 
awaited and will be much loved. 
  Congratulations also to my wife, Rachael Macdonald, on finally attaining her 
Doctorate in Educational Psychology.  Her official title is now Dr Rachael 
Macdonald, so anyone who wants to call her “Doc”, please feel free to do so!  (I 
know I have to!!)  After 15 years of hard work, she is now very relieved that 
everything is finally over.  There will be a celebratory party to mark this occasion 
towards the end of the year. 
  Whilst visiting their new grandchild in Sydney recently, Sue and Sam Brkich 
stopped off in Glen Innes to view the Australian standing stones, and in particular, 
the stone wall containing clan stones and plaques.   
Clan Donald Society of Queensland has recently applied for and paid for a plaque 
and stones to be installed at the next Celtic Festival on 3-6th May 2007.  The 
stones were brought back last year from Scotland by Malcolm.   
Clan Donald will be trying to organise a gathering of members to attend the 
ceremony at Glen Innes next year. 
  It has just come to our attention that one of our longest serving members, 
Gail Kreisch, has recently been unwell.  I’m sure that all members of Clan Donald 
would like to let Gail know that we are all thinking of her, and send our sincerest 
wishes for an improvement in her health. 
  For those of you who are not already aware, one of the youngest members 
of our Clan, Jayden Macdonald, won the Queensland tartan teddy bear in the raffle 
at the recent Burns Night dinner. 
  
Clan Chief installed at Fort William. 
 
     The MacDonalds of Keppoch, have their first chief in 158 years after a 20-year 
battle in the Scottish courts.  
      Ranald Alasdair MacDonald, 75, is a retired hearing aid specialist from 
Edinburgh. acquires the renowned name and Arms of Keppoch of Clan Donald.  
Following his installation ceremony in Fort William, capital of the clan’s historic 
territory, Mr MacDonald officially assumes his full title of 22nd Chief of the 
Honourable Clan Ranald of Lochaber Mac Mhic Raonuill.   
      It took decades of research to prove his claim, and finally a Civil Court action to 
overturn a decision by the Court of the Lord Lyon. The favourable judgement 
resting on proffered evidence of sloinneadh, by which male family lines were 
passed from one generation to the next by word of mouth, in the Keppoch case by 
a storyteller known only as ‘Donald the Drover.’ 
 
Until next time… 
    Cameron Macdonald. 



 Gathering at Armadale in June 2007: 
 
Rhoda MacGillivray, The manager of Clan Donald Lands Trust, gave a very 
informative talk recently on the Lands Trust and the activities at the Clan Donald 
Centre and Museum of The Isles for next year connected to “Scotland Culture 
2007” in conjunction with the High Council of Chiefs Tour in June of next year.  
Rhoda is planning two full days and nights of events at the Centre for those on the 
Chiefs tour, so that will be a trip to remember. 
 
Maggie Macdonald, Archivist of the Museum of the Isles at Clan Donald Centre 
says they are in the process of changing one of their displays as a prelude to the 
2007 exhibition, as they were able to borrow one of the Books of Clanranald from 
the National Museums of Scotland – a one off as it is the first time this book was 
allowed on loan in the Highlands – certainly a must to see.  
 
GLENFINNAN GATHERING AND GAMES:  
 
For those who have visited Glenfinnan and seen the Deer in the grounds of 
Glenfinnan House, this will revive fond memories: 
 On Saturday 19th August a crowd of 2,500 locals and visitors attended the 
Glenfinnan Gathering and Games held in the glorious sunshine amidst scenic 
splendour at Glenfinnan at the head of Loch Shiel to listen to the Pipes and Drums 
and watch the athleticism of the competitors on the field.  
The Chieftain of the Games was Robin MacLean from Ardgour - Stallholders, 
competitors, Pipers and all present were well catered for with venison rolls from a 
spit roast - 5 whole gammons were devoured on hundreds of rolls in only 3 hours.  
  
A popular events were the Piping and Dancing and a feature item was the 
Heavyweight events where contestants wowed the crowd with feats of strength 
lifting great boulders and hurling weights over a distance. Local man Iain 
MacKellaig gained 3rd place in the hill race.    
 
 In the evening, visitors and locals took to the floor and danced the night away to 
the sound of the Glenfinnan Ceilidh Band in a marquee on the lawn at Glenfinnan 
House Hotel. It was a late night ceilidhing after hours with the folk from Mallaig.  
 

 
 



 

SCOTTISH RECIPE  - A HOGMANAY FESTIVE CAKE. 
 
BLACK BUN: 
 
8 oz. flour 
1 lb. Currants 
1 lb. Raisins 
2 oz. chopped mixed peel 
4 oz. caster sugar 
4 oz. chopped blanched almonds 
¼ pint of milk 
1 level teaspoon ground ginger 
½ teaspoon ground allspice 
Pinch ground cloves 
Pinch ground black pepper 
½ teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
1 tablespoon brandy 
12 oz. shortcrust pastry 
Beaten egg for glazing 
Set the oven to 350F or mark 4.  
Mix the flour, bicarbonate of soda, spices and sugar in a bowl. 
Add the raisins, currents, mixed peel and almonds. 
Moisten the mixture with the milk and brandy and stir well. 
Roll out tw0-thirds of the pastry to line a greased 10 inch cake tin. 
Fill with the fruit mixture and make a lid with the remaining pastry. 
Seal the edges using a little cold water; press firmly together. 
Brush with beaten egg. 
Finally make four holes with a skewer right to the bottom of the tin. 
Bake for 2 to 21/2 hours; the cake is ready if a skewer pushed in comes out clean. 
If the top is browning too much, protect with greaseproof paper. 
Cool, slice and serve. 
 
Metric conversions: 
1oz = just under 30 grams 
4 oz = 115 grams 
8 oz = 230 grams 
¼ pint = 145 ml 
350F = 177 C = moderate. 
 
 
 
FUTURE EVENTS: 
Clan Donald Dinner – 14.10.2006. 
Halloween Ceilidh – 27.10.06, Memorial Hall Cleveland – contact 3207 0928 
Clan Donald Society Queensland meeting – 28.10.2006 
New Years Eve functions. 
 
Burns Supper by Scottish Clans Congress Qld. for 27.1.07 at the Irish Club,  
Contact: David Austin, President.  Mob.0412 166 260 
 
 
 



Clan Donald Queensland. 
 
Malcolm C. McDonald, Esq., OAM.,  
Castle Dunaverty chair Council of Finlaggan (Clan Donald 
International) 
Commissioner Clan Donald Queensland. 
A. Grahame MacDonald, Esq., Clan Donald Historian. 
 
Clan Donald Society of Queensland: 
President – Cameron Macdonald. 
Councillor - L. Gail Kreisch,. 
Secretary – Sue Brkich. 
Delegate to Scottish Clans Congress - Sue Lambkin. 
Committee members: J. MacDonald, V. McDonald; R. Macdonald; J. 
Mair; J. Mitchell;  G. Strange; K. Young; R. Lambkin. 
 
Mailing Address :- 
Clan Donald Society of Queensland, 
31 Dunsmore Street, 
Kelvin Grove, 
BRISBANE.   QLD.  4059 
 
Editer:  NEW EMAIL ADDRESS: malmcdon@westnet.com.au 
 
The great Clan Donald is made up of the families of Mac/Mc Donald, 
Donaldson, Mc Donell, Donald, and the Septs of the main Clan as well 
as families who were traditional members of the Clan Donald. 
 
If you are one of the above names, are traditionally connected by 
descent, or have a genuine interest in the history and traditions of Clan 
Donald, you are eligible to apply for membership to the Society. 
 
The Clan Donald Society of Queensland bids you welcome, give us a 
call. 

 
 

Culloden 250th Anniversary Clan Donald marker 


